
Oncology Nursing Forum • Vol. 36, No. 5, September 2009 487

T
he 2009–2013 Oncology Nursing 
Society (ONS) Research Agenda 
is available in this issue (see page 

514), spearheading the next set of pri-
orities for ONS members to consider in 
their research and practice. Since 2001, 
ONS has released an agenda not only 
for its members but also for agencies 
concerned with cancer care, allowing 
researchers to expand on what ONS 
members find important to nursing 
knowledge. The 2009–2013 ONS Re-
search Agenda provides new direction 
for the membership for contributing 
to nursing science and fostering high-
quality and safe care for patients with 
cancer. 

Advances in cancer care, resulting 
from discoveries in chemoprevention, 
genetics, molecular biology, supportive 
care, and changes in healthcare systems, 
require vital contributions from nursing 
research. Those contributions inform 
the research that can be translated into 
practice; some of the information derived 
from past agendas has already been ap-
plied in the field, helping to transform 
cancer care for patients and practitio-
ners. The vision of ONS is to lead that 
transformation by providing clinicians 
and researchers with a resource for guid-
ance in the field of oncology nursing 
and patient care, and we must work our 
changes around the ONS vision to meet 
the needs of the patients.

History
In 2001, hoping to establish itself as 

a professional organization committed 
to setting priorities for research needed 
for practice and high-quality care, ONS 
convened a project team to devise a 
three- to five-year research agenda. Be-
fore ONS had a research agenda intact, 
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the Society often supported projects 
without basing them on gaps in the 
knowledge. Because no agenda existed 
for guidance for funding, pharmaceuti-
cal companies often set the direction 
for projects. Since the project team’s 
inception, ONS releases an updated 

research agenda about every four years. 
The agenda is developed in conjunction 
with results from a survey distributed 
to ONS members as well as a review of 
the state of the science and consensus-
forming panels.

ONS had been disseminating the 
Research Priorities Survey but had not 
used it to guide funding or strategic 
decisions prior to 2001. Priority areas 
for the agenda are set through the re-
sults of that survey, which is completed 
every four years, reviewing other fund-
ing agencies’ priorities and state of the 
science as the research agenda group 
meets to select the areas for the updated 
agenda and sets the newest priorities. 
The survey helps to identify gaps in the 
knowledge base for oncology nursing 
practice, oncology nursing research 
experts, clinical experts, and patient 
advocates, and assesses current practice 
and research knowledge needs, integrat-
ing this information into the agenda. 
Together, the data that are grounded in 
practice are used to consider the survey 

priorities and the state of current sci-
ence, determining what knowledge is 
needed to improve quality care in oncol-
ogy nursing. 

Purpose

The research agenda was developed 
to identify key areas of science in 
which ONS can take a supporting role 
through funding and articulation to 
other funding agencies’ research needs 
for the care of patients with cancer. 
With broad distribution and its contri-
bution to the vision and mission of the 
organization, the ONS Research Agen-
da can increase the knowledge base 
for oncology nursing practice through 
nursing research priority areas, identify 

areas to prepare future oncology nursing 
researchers, and provide evidence-based 
information to clinical nurses as critical 
consumers of research findings that can 
then be applied to practice.

Nurses must continue to understand 
the consequences of care, intended and 
unintended. We need to understand 
how nursing care should be altered to 
stay current with new treatment mo-
dalities. Nurses need innovative ways 
to improve the quality and safety of 
care and meet the needs of patients with 
cancer. The research agenda is a beacon 
of knowledge to guide us toward solu-
tions for those concerns. Patients with 
cancer continue to have many unmet 
needs, and our knowledge base for 
practice must be strengthened and forti-
fied to meet those needs. An important 
example of the value of nursing science 
for ONS members has been the devel-
opment and wide dissemination of the 
ONS Putting Evidence Into Practice 
cards and, now, the book, Putting Evi-
dence Into Practice: Improving Oncology 

Nurses must continue to  
understand the consequences 
of care, intended and  
unintended. We need to  
understand how nursing care 
should be altered in light of 
new treatment modalities.
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