
SAMPLE THANK YOU EMAIL TO SENATORS  
 
Dear Senator________, 
 
Thank you so much for taking time to meet with me and other oncology nurses from the Oncology 
Nursing Society (ONS) to talk about four bills to greatly improve access to quality oncology care for 
patients suffering with cancer.  As we discussed, ONS strongly supports the following pieces of 
bipartisan legislation: 
 

• S.693 - the Palliative Care Hospice Education and Training Act (“PCHETA”) would authorize 
grants for nurse and health professional training in palliative care; promote NIH research in 
palliative care; and disseminate information to educate the public on the benefits of palliative 
care.  This bill recently passed the House of Representatives by a unanimous vote. 

• S. 497, the Lymphedema Treatment Act would require Medicare to cover compression 
garments and other supplies to treat painful swelling from lymphedema, which can be caused 
from cancer. 

Additionally, ONS seeks Senate sponsorship and support for companion legislation to these bipartisan 
House bills: 

• H.R. 1409, the Cancer Drug Parity Act would ensure that patient cost-sharing for oral anti-
cancer drugs is no less favorable than patient cost-sharing for anti-cancer drugs that are injected 
or administered intravenously and already covered by private group or individual health 
insurance plans. 

• H.R. 5160, the Cancer Care Planning and Communications Act would require Medicare to 
reimburse physicians and nurse practitioners for time spent preparing written cancer treatment 
and survivorship plans. 

Thank you for your support and consideration.  If you have any questions, please contact ONS Director 
of Government Affairs Dede Sweeney at dsweeney@ons.org. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
_________________________ 
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SAMPLE THANK YOU EMAIL TO SENATE STAFF  
 
Dear ________, 
 
Thank you so much for taking time to meet with me and other oncology nurses from the Oncology 
Nursing Society (ONS) to talk about four bills to greatly improve access to quality oncology care for 
patients suffering with cancer.  As we discussed, ONS strongly supports and urges Senate passage of the 
following pieces of bipartisan legislation: 
 

• S.693 - the Palliative Care Hospice Education and Training Act (“PCHETA”) would authorize 
grants for nurse and health professional training in palliative care; promote NIH research in 
palliative care; and disseminate information to educate the public on the benefits of palliative 
care.  This bill recently passed the House of Representatives by a unanimous vote.  

• S. 497, the Lymphedema Treatment Act would require Medicare to cover compression 
garments and other supplies to treat painful swelling from lymphedema, which can be caused 
from cancer. 

Additionally, ONS seeks Senate sponsorship and support for companion legislation to these bipartisan 
House bills: 

• H.R. 1409, the Cancer Drug Parity Act would ensure that patient cost-sharing for oral anti-
cancer drugs is no less favorable than patient cost-sharing for anti-cancer drugs that are injected 
or administered intravenously and already covered by private group or individual health 
insurance plans. 

• H.R. 5160, the Cancer Care Planning and Communications Act would require Medicare to 
reimburse physicians and nurse practitioners for time spent preparing written cancer treatment 
and survivorship plans. 

Thank you for your support and consideration.  If you have any questions, please contact ONS Director 
of Government Affairs Dede Sweeney at dsweeney@ons.org. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
_________________________ 
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SAMPLE THANK YOU EMAIL TO HOUSE MEMBER: 
 
Dear Rep.________, 
 
Thank you so much for taking time to meet with me and other oncology nurses from the Oncology 
Nursing Society (ONS) to talk about four bills to greatly improve access to quality oncology care for 
patients suffering with cancer.   
 
First, ONS thanks you and the House for recently passing H.R. 1676 - the Palliative Care Hospice 
Education and Training Act!  This vital legislation would authorize grants for nurse and health 
professional training in palliative care; promote NIH research in palliative care; and disseminate 
information to educate the public on the benefits of palliative care. 
 
Additionally, ONS strongly supports the following bipartisan legislation: 
: 

• H.R. 930, the Lymphedema Treatment Act would require Medicare to cover compression 
garments and other supplies to treat painful swelling from lymphedema, often caused by cancer 
treatments. 

• H.R. 1409, the Cancer Drug Parity Act to ensure that patient cost-sharing for oral anti-cancer 
drugs is no less favorable than patient cost-sharing for anti-cancer drugs that are injected or 
administered intravenously and already covered by private group or individual health insurance 
plans. 

• H.R. 5160, the Cancer Care Planning and Communications Act would require Medicare to 
reimburse physicians and nurse practitioners for time spent preparing written cancer treatment 
and survivorship plans to encourage provider and patient communications and shared decision-
making. 

Thank you again for your time.  If you have any questions, please contact ONS Director of Government 
Affairs Dede Sweeney at dsweeney@ons.org. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
_________________________ 
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SAMPLE THANK YOU EMAIL TO HOUSE STAFF: 
 
Dear________, 
 
Thank you so much for taking time to meet with me and other oncology nurses from the Oncology 
Nursing Society (ONS) to talk about four bills to greatly improve access to quality oncology care for 
patients suffering with cancer.   
 
First, ONS thanks your boss and the House for recently passing H.R. 1676 - the Palliative Care Hospice 
Education and Training Act!  This vital legislation would authorize grants for nurse and health 
professional training in palliative care; promote NIH research in palliative care; and disseminate 
information to educate the public on the benefits of palliative care. 
 
Additionally, ONS strongly supports the following bipartisan legislation: 
: 

• H.R. 930, the Lymphedema Treatment Act would require Medicare to cover compression 
garments and other supplies to treat painful swelling from lymphedema, often caused by cancer 
treatments. 

• H.R. 1409, the Cancer Drug Parity Act to ensure that patient cost-sharing for oral anti-cancer 
drugs is no less favorable than patient cost-sharing for anti-cancer drugs that are injected or 
administered intravenously and already covered by private group or individual health insurance 
plans. 

• H.R. 5160, the Cancer Care Planning and Communications Act would require Medicare to 
reimburse physicians and nurse practitioners for time spent preparing written cancer treatment 
and survivorship plans to encourage provider and patient communications and shared decision-
making. 

Thank you again for your time.  If you have any questions, please contact ONS Director of Government 
Affairs Dede Sweeney at dsweeney@ons.org. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
_________________________ 
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