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Pa�ent Access to Quality Cancer Care  

The pace of innova�on in oncology treatment is rapidly increasing, with rising numbers of novel ac�ve 
substances and faster speeds to launch. ONS is working to ensure nurses are quickly and proac�vely 
prepared to care for pa�ents using these emerging treatments and calls on the U.S. Congress and the 
administra�on to improve access to cancer screening, safe and affordable cancer drugs, radiotherapy, 
and surgery through:  

• Accelera�ng the development of innova�ve cancer care delivery and payment models that improve 
access to and the provision of cancer care and treatment, including comprehensive, culturally 
appropriate pa�ent naviga�on services. 

• Passing the Cancer Drug Parity Act, which would provide reimbursement parity for oral cancer drugs. 

• Enac�ng the Improving Seniors’ Timely Access to Care Act and Safe Step Act, which would reduce the 
burdens of prior authoriza�on and place reasonable limits on insurer use of step therapy and 
nonmedical switching. 

• Funding the development of appropriate, risk-adjusted quality and resource use measures for cancer 
care and delivery and support for mechanisms to report key quality and resource use data to federal 
agencies. 

 • Incen�vizing the development of drugs, including biologics, to treat pediatric cancers. 

 • Elimina�ng the disparity in preventable cancer deaths among underserved popula�ons facing barriers 
to cancer preven�on, detec�on, treatment, and survivorship care, including the passage of the 
Comprehensive Cancer Survivorship Act and the SCREENS for Cancer Act which reauthorizes the Na�onal 
Breast and Cervical Cancer Early Detec�on Program. 

 

 

 



  118th Congress, Second Session 
 

Cancer Preven�on  

Oncology nurses play an integral role in dissemina�ng public health educa�on and disease preven�on. 
ONS will work to encourage the U.S. Congress and the administra�on to: 

 • Increase federal funding for screening, educa�on, early detec�on, and preven�on programs through 
the Centers for Disease Control and Preven�on, including tobacco and e-cigarete or electronic nico�ne 
delivery systems preven�on and control efforts, including providing the Food and Drug Administra�on 
with increased authority to regulate tobacco, e-cigarete and electronic nico�ne delivery system 
products, including the use of menthol and other flavorings. 

 • Ensure barrier-free insurance coverage to increase the availability and use of treatment services for 
smoking cessa�on, as outlined in the U.S. Surgeon General’s smoking cessa�on report. 

• Address the role of social determinants of health in access to advancements in cancer preven�on and 
early detec�on services. 

 

Research  

ONS advocates for transforma�ve research to advance cancer preven�on, diagnosis, and treatment and 
to achieve the goals of the Na�onal Cancer Moonshot Ini�a�ve and encourages the U.S. Congress and 
the administra�on to:  

• Support na�onal ini�a�ves (such as the Cancer Moonshot) using precision oncology and genomics to 
revolu�onize the con�nuum of cancer preven�on, early detec�on, treatment, and suppor�ve care.  

• Address the outcome dispari�es that dispropor�onately affect minority popula�ons, including risk 
factors such as provider biases, poor provider-pa�ent communica�on, lower levels of health literacy, and 
inconsistent implementa�on of culturally and linguis�cally appropriate services.  

• Sustain funding for health disparity educa�on and awareness programs at the Agency for Healthcare 
Research and Quality, including those that address health dispari�es in cancer preven�on, diagnosis, and 
treatment. 

 • Facilitate innova�ve approaches to developing cancer treatments that take into account individual 
differences in gene�cs, environments, and lifestyles and support compara�ve effec�veness research.  

• Promote pa�ent awareness of clinical trials, ClinicalTrials.gov, and other clinical trial enrollment 
resources.  

• Support efforts to increase access to clinical trials among popula�ons—including LGBTQ+ and Black, 
Indigenous, and People of Color communi�es—that are typically underrepresented in current clinical 
trial enrollment and ensure coverage of rou�ne costs associated with par�cipa�on in clinical trials.  

• Increase federal funding for research at the Na�onal Ins�tutes of Health, Na�onal Cancer Ins�tute, and 
Na�onal Ins�tute on Minority Health and Health Dispari�es.  

• Authorize and appropriate new funding to support oncology nurse scien�sts and sustain and expand 
quality-of-life, pallia�ve care, and symptom management research. 
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 • Increase federal funding that reflects the Na�onal Ins�tute of Nursing Research’s (NINR’s) 2022– 2026 
strategic plan priori�es: health equity, social determinants of health, popula�on and community health, 
preven�on and health promo�on, and systems and models of care. 

 • Con�nue the ONS partnership with the U.S. Food and Drug Administra�on’s Project Livin’ Label 
educa�onal ini�a�ve to foster broad understanding of oncology product approvals. 

 

Nurse Educa�on  

ONS recommends that the U.S. Congress and the administra�on:  

• Enact the Palliative Care and Hospice Education and Training Act (PCHETA), which would improve 
pallia�ve care and hospice training for nurses and other health professionals and establish programs for 
advanced prac�ce providers to train and teach in pallia�ve care, home care, hospice, long-term care, and 
other areas. 

 • Ensure sustained federal funding for the Title VIII Public Health Service Act Nursing Educa�on 
programs.  

 

Teleoncology 

The field of oncology rapidly adapted to the 154% increase in clinical care provided remotely following 
the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic. The shi� was facilitated by relaxed guidelines from the Centers for 
Medicare and Medicaid Services but occurred without formal resources and educa�on for nurses on 
how to evolve problem-based care over the telephone to full-care visits over video. ONS asks the U.S. 
Congress and the administra�on to: 

 • Promote access to virtual care and telehealth by ensuring permanent coverage, expansion of services, 
and support for technology and resources to advance this mode of health care.  

 

Oncology Nurse Workforce Safety and Well-Being  

Although nurses have been the number one trusted profession for the past 21 years in a row, they 
encounter workplace violence and abuse at a higher rate than in any other profession in the United 
States. ONS urges the U.S. Congress and the administra�on to protect and support nurses on the front 
lines of pa�ent care. Policymakers should work to: 

 • Safeguard the physical, mental, and emo�onal health of oncology nurses through measures that 
address nursing burnout and defend employees against healthcare workplace violence. 

 • Enact policies that recognize the substan�ve and growing body of evidence demonstra�ng the link 
between appropriate nurse staffing and beter pa�ent outcomes at every prac�ce level in any healthcare 
delivery se�ng, while allowing for flexibility across care se�ngs. 
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• Ensure that policies to expand access to home infusion of cancer treatment priori�ze clinical 
appropriateness and the safety of pa�ents, families, and healthcare workers.  

• Priori�ze the provision of culturally competent and culturally safe clinical prac�ce, regardless of 
healthcare se�ng.  

 

Scope of Prac�ce  

For pa�ents to access the most comprehensive, cost-effec�ve care, oncology nurses must be able to 
prac�ce to their full licensure and training. Throughout the COVID-19 public health emergency, federal 
and state agencies eased prac�ce restric�ons, maximizing access to care during the pandemic. ONS calls 
on the U.S. Congress and the administra�on to preserve those flexibili�es and promote oncology 
nurses’ scope of prac�ce, especially regarding new and innova�ve models of care delivery, within the 
Medicare, Medicaid, and Veterans Health programs. In addi�on, ONS urges the U.S. Congress and the 
administra�on to ensure reimbursement policy is inclusive of nursing, including abolishing incident-to 
billing and allowing advanced prac�ce RNs (APRNs) to bill directly for services provided.  

 

Value of Oncology Nurses 

To maintain a robust oncology nursing workforce, it is impera�ve that federal policies recognize and 
reflect the true value of oncology nurses’ essen�al contribu�ons toward pa�ent care and outcomes. To 
accomplish this, ONS advocates for Medicare payments and policies that capture and cover the full range 
of inpa�ent and outpa�ent oncology nursing services, including those provided by APRNs. ONS 
advocates for the establishment of “specialty designa�ons” for APRNs, which would help dis�nguish 
oncology-specialized APRN ac�vi�es from those of other cancer care providers and help researchers and 
policymakers understand the role of oncology nurses as members of the cancer care team, par�cularly 
when it comes to improving health equity. ONS also advocates for reimbursement and other policies 
that facilitate the provision of primary care, chronic care management, and advance care planning 
services by oncology nurses. ONS also seeks to integrate the nursing perspec�ve throughout the 
policymaking process and supports the nomina�on and appointment of oncology nurses to all relevant 
state and federal panels, commitees, commissions, and boards.  
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